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Newspaper Clips 
    August 5, 2014 

 

अंधेरी दनुिया को रोशि करेगी 'स्मार्ट केि' 

Aug 5, 2014, 08.30AM IST 

http://navbharattimes.indiatimes.com/metro/mumbai/other-news/Will-brighten-dark-world-39Smart-
Cane39/articleshow/39639987.cms 

मनीष झा, म ुंबई  

राह चलत ेह ए या किसी प्लटैफॉमम पर लोिल टे्रन पिड़ने िा इुंतजार िरने िे दौरान अक्सर आपिा सामना किसी न किसी अुंधे 

व्यक्क्त से हो ही जाता है। इस दौरान िई बार वह आपसे टिरा जाता है या कफर आपसे रास्ता पछूिर आग ेबढ़ने लगता है, जबकि िई 

बार तो वह व्यक्क्त किसी हादस ेिा शििार हो जाता है या कफर शििार होत-ेहोत ेबच जाता है। इन हालात से जूझ रहे रोिनी खो च िे 

व्यक्क्तयों िे शलए आईआईटी ददल्ली िी टीम ने एि ऐसा डिवाइस बनाया है, क्जसिी मदद से िोई भी अुंधा इुंसान बबना किसी दसूरे िी 
मदद से ननिर होिर आग ेबढ़ सिता है। रास्त ेमें आने वाले हर बाधि से वह समय रहत ेननबट सिता है। इस डिवाइस िो 'स्माटम िेन' 

नाम ददया गया है, क्जसे सेंट जेववयसम िॉलेज क्स्ित जेववयसम ररसोसम सेंटर फॉर द ववज अली चैलेंज्ि (XRCVC), IIT-ददल्ली और सक्षम 

एनजीओ िी मदद से अुंधे लोगों िे शलए उपलब्ध िराया जा रहा है। बटैरी से चलने वाले इस डिवाइस में चाक्जिंग िी स ववधा, बीप िी 
आवाज, अलामम शसस्टम, वाइब्रेिन और 1.8 मीटर िी दरूी में आने वाले बाधा िे बारे में समय रहत ेजानिारी देने वाली स ववधाएुं लगी 
होती हैं।  
स्माटम िेन है दसूरी आुंख  

रोिनी खो च िे इुंसानों िे शलए िाम िरने वाली XRCVC िे िायरेक्टर िॉ. समै तारापोरेवाला ने बताया कि 'स्माटम िेन' िो सरिारी 

http://navbharattimes.indiatimes.com/metro/mumbai/other-news/Will-brighten-dark-world-39Smart-Cane39/articleshow/39639987.cms
http://navbharattimes.indiatimes.com/metro/mumbai/other-news/Will-brighten-dark-world-39Smart-Cane39/articleshow/39639987.cms
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योजना िे तहत अुंधे लोगों िे बीच म हैया िराया जाएगा। मुंगलवार िो अशभनेत्री ववद्या बालन िी मौजूदगी में सेंट जेववयसम िॉलेज में 
आयोक्जत एि िायमक्रम िे दौरान इस ेहम ववज अली चैलेंज्ि लोगों िो टे्रनन ुंग देने िे बाद उन्हें सौंपेगे। डिवाइस िो बनाने वाले टीम िे 

सदस्य और IIT ददल्ली िे पीजी स्टूिेंट वपयषू चानन बतात ेहैं कि यह िई वविषेताओुं से य क्त मॉिनम डिवाइस है, जो अुंधे लोगों िे शलए 

दसूरी आुंख साबबत हो सिती है। इसमें वाइव्रेिन िे जररए रास्त ेमें आने वाली सभी चीजों मसलन- आदमी, पेड़, वाहन, दीवार या अन्य 

दसूरी बाधि चीजों िे बारे में समय रहत ेपता चल जाता है। यह एि प्रिार िी मॉिनम टेक्नॉलजी क्स्टि (आध ननि स ववधा य क्त लाठी) 
है, क्जसिा इस्तमेाल िरने से पहल ेजरूरतमुंद लोगों िो मामलूी टे्रनन ुंग दी जाती है।  

कॉमि काउंसल गं,  ैर्र  एंट्री की संभाविाएं त ाशेंगे IIT और NIT  

http://www.bhaskar.com/article/EDUC-EDNE-iit-and-nit-explore-possibilities-of-lateral-entry-
and-common-counseling-4702321-NOR.html 
एजुकेशि भास्कर। आईआईटी और एनआईटी सुंस्िानों में सीटें खाली रह जाने िो गुंभीरता से लेत ेह ए ददल्ली उच्च 

न्यायालय न ेअगले साल से सरिार िो िॉमन िाउुंसशलुंग स ननक्चचत िरने िा ननदेि ददया है। इसिे साि-साि अदालत 

ने िहा है कि सरिार यूजी िोसम िे दसूरे साल में एनआईटी और अन्य इुंजीननयररुंग िॉलेजेस िे छात्रों िो आईआईटी में 
प्रवेि िी सुंभावनाएुं तलाि।े 

  

आरक्षित श्रेणी की खाली सीटों को अनारक्षित कोटे से भरा जा सकता ह ैया नहीं, इसके क्षलए भी न्यायालय ने सरकार से जवाब माांगा ह।ै इन सभी मदु्दों पर सरकार को 30 

नवांबर से पहले अपना जवाब न्यायालय में पेश करना होगा। आईआईटी और एनआईटी में एडक्षमशन के क्षलए कॉमन काउांसक्षलांग का प्रस्ताव क्षपछले दो- तीन सालों से लांक्षबत 

ह,ै लेक्षकन आईआईटी सांस्थानों के अक्षियल रुख के चलते इस पर अमल नहीं हो पा रहा।  
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Scientist calls for collaboration in energy 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/chen-events/scientist-calls-for-collaboration-in-

energy/article6281304.ece 

A country which was able to create its own fast breeder nuclear reactor does not have engineers to design 

windmills, said scientist Baldev Raj, while delivering the Brahm Prakash Memorial medal lecture at IIT-

Madras, on Monday. 

Bhaskar Ramamurthi, director, IIT-M, presented the medal, instituted by the Indian National Science Academy, 

to Mr. Raj who delivered a lecture titled ‘A Perspective on Technology Challenges with Emphasis on Energy 

Security and Sustainability’. 

Touching on various subjects regarding production of electricity from various sources and its transmission, Mr. 

Raj found fault in the extent of collaboration between individuals and organisations, and the inability to create 

breakthrough technologies in the power sector.  

He cited the background for creating indigenous fast breeder reactor technology by involving 250 organisations. 

He also pointed out that energy conservation required a community effort and the government alone could not 

make a big impact in energy efficiency. 

 

 

 Hindustan Times (Jaipur) 

Data reveals rush for PhD admissions in pvt varsities  

There seems to be a rush for academic research in Rajasthan. A few of the private universities in the state are 

giving admission to hundreds of students every year and there are examples where these universities have 

awarded hundreds of PhD degrees every year.  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/chen-events/scientist-calls-for-collaboration-in-energy/article6281304.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/chen-events/scientist-calls-for-collaboration-in-energy/article6281304.ece
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HT FILE PHOTO 

MLA Vasudev Devnani (2nd row, 3rd from right) who raised the question on PhD admissions, in the assembly.  

The data related to PhD rush in universities was revealed after BJP MLA Vasudev Devnani asked a question in 

the state assembly that whether universities have followed UGC dictate of holding admission tests for PhD and 

how many students have been given admission through this process.  

“The capacity of admitting PhD scholars depend on the number of professors the universities have. In general, 

most of the private universities do not have more than 5-6 such persons. So if they are admitting scholars in 

such a large number then it is suspicious and calls for investigation,” Vasudev Devnani, BJP MLA from Ajmer-

North, said.  

“I would again submit a question in the assembly to know the number of faculties eligible to oversee research in 

these universities,” he added.  

According to the data provided by the higher education department, Singhania University in Pacheri Bari in 

Jhunjhunu district have admitted 4,85,195 and 151 PhD scholars in the last three academic sessions.  

Jagdish Prasad Jhabarmal Tibrewal National University in Jhunjhunu, Mewar University, Chittorgarh, 

Bhagwant University in Ajmer and Pacific University in Udaipur are other private universities where PhD 

hopefuls are lining up in hoards.  

The private universities in Rajasthan were allowed after 2007 and currently there are 15 state-funded 

universities, 8 deemed universities and 33 private universities in the state.  

Most of these institutes of higher lear ning which are offering PhD course in various streams are not more than 

5-7 year old.  

The only state funded university where number of those aspiring for PhD is high is the Rajasthan University 

(RU).  
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“We have academic capacity to offer PhD to aspirants we admit in our institution. Research work in our 

university is regularly assessed by research board and academic council. We concentrate on quality as unless we 

do not give attention to research in academics, we cannot create world class institutions,” Dr Devswarup, vice-

chancellor of Rajasthan University, said.  

The RU may have enough faculty members to deal with the rush of PhD aspirants but it is a fact that most of the 

private universities struggle to get enough faculty members to hold regular classes.  

Experts say that bringing private investment in higher education is welcome but it should not be done on the 

cost of quality.  

“Universities are autonomous institutions; we cannot interfere in their working unless we receive some grave 

complaint,” a highly placed officer of education department said.  

 Hindustan Times (Mumbai) 

Smriti Irani’s profile growing, may lead PM Modi’s skill push 

for youth  

NEW DELHI: Human resource development minister Smriti Irani is likely to be put in charge of a new 

department of skill development and entrepreneurship, one of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s pet projects.  

The department will ensure speedy and quality training to India’s youth, making them more employable. It will 

be carved out of 21 ministries dealing with the Centre’s skill development programmes, and focus on Modi’s 

mantra of 3S -Scale, Speed and Skill.  

The programme will target massive skill upgradation of the youth, who, studies say, aren’t competitive in the 

job market owing to poor training.  

The project could be put under 38-year-old Irani, one of Modi’s youngest ministers, after Cabinet secretary Ajit 

Seth met a couple of times last month with ministries dealing with the issue. No final decision has been taken, 

sources said.  

 

The ministry of sports and youth affairs was asked to run the department initially, but was deemed not 

“technically equipped” to deal with such a massive programme. The ministry itself was reluctant owing to an 

absence of domain knowledge, sources said 

There was a view that the HRD ministry was best suited for the job as it handles education at all levels with 

close linkage to skill development, said a senior official.  

“The ministry can introduce skill-development-linked curriculum in schools that can help in meeting the 

target,” he added.  

javascript:;
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The first indication of such a change came when the government approved guidelines for the National 

Employment Enhancement Mission, to be implemented by the All India Council for Technical Education 

(AICTE).  

Hindustan Times (Chandigarh) 

Rich tributes paid to IIT Rupnagar faculty  

RUPNAGAR: Several people attended the condolence meeting held at IIT, Rupnagar to pay tribute to Rajyashree Khushu- Lahiri, 

head of the humanities department, IIT, Ropar, who was killed in a car accident near Samrala on Sunday. 

Flexible Credit- Based System for IIT-Kharagpur Students  

 04-AUG-2014  

http://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/flexible-credit-based-system-for-iitkharagpur-students-1407153864-1 

The esteemed engineering institution, Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Kharagpur has proposed an all new 

‘credit-based system’ that would enable the students the much required flexibility to complete their courses in 

a shorter/longer time span. The students can now complete their four year B. Tech course in three-and-a-half 

year time. Every student would get a ‘pre-specified credit’ depending on which the student can have the 

flexibility to end his course in his own pace. The students who are fast-paced and are willing to complete their 

course earlier, can do the same by six months through the help of the credits they earn in their previous 

semesters. On the other hand, those who are willing to go for a year-long internship and come back to finish the 

remaining course can do the same later on. The proposed planning to begin the modernization of the institute’s 

undergraduate and postgraduate programs, in phases is from 2016. 

Those students who opt for their own ventures during study or those who are willing for a long internship to 

avail extra benefit of the industry exposure would be greatly helped by this model. This could add to their 

chances of employability and enhance their qualifications while being in the process of completing the course 

from the institution.   

Presently the courses in IITs are bound by number of years and are divided into six-month- long semesters 

which binds the students to complete the course in a stipulated time period. But this new system can break the 

barrier and help dilute the rigid complacency in the courses and allow the students to complete the courses in 

upto eight years. 

After studying the best practices of top 20 universities in the world, the team of professors from the IIT 

Kharagpur has finally devised this pattern of credit-based system that would allow ‘room for everyone’. IIT 

Kharagpur has also proposed to start student mobility across all the IITs, so that every IIT student can get an 

option to spend a particular course period in any of their chosen IIT in the nation. 

IIT-B to get indoor and outdoor sports complexes 

http://www.asianage.com/mumbai/iit-b-get-indoor-and-outdoor-sports-complexes-676 

In a bid to better its sports facilities, the Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay (IIT-B) has decided to develop 

an indoor and outdoor sports complex.  

http://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/flexible-credit-based-system-for-iitkharagpur-students-1407153864-1
http://www.asianage.com/mumbai/iit-b-get-indoor-and-outdoor-sports-complexes-676
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According to IIT-B officials, while the institute has provided ample opportunity to students to excel in 

academics and cultural activities, there is a need for a dedicated space for sports. 

“IIT-B is all set to augment its sports facilities this year by creating an additional indoor and outdoor sports 

complex at the gymkhana measuring 55,000 and 42,000 sq ft area, respectively. The new sports facilities will 

house two indoor courts for basketball, three indoor courts for volleyball, three indoor cricket pitches, a table 

tennis hall, squash courts, multi-stationed gym etc. These facilities are likely to be completed by the end of this 

year,” said a senior IIT-B official. 

Aman Mantry, a third-year student, welcomed the move and said, “The existing facilities are good but with the 

student base increasing, there was need to increase the facilities. Hence, when the students were asked to give 

feedback on infrastructural facilities, a large number asked for more sports facilities.” 

The existing facilities include, swimming pool, gymkhana ground, badminton, cricket ground, football ground, 

hockey ground, lawn tennis court, table tennis court, squash, volleyball court and weight lifting room. 

Additionally, a new hostel capable of housing up to 1,044 students will become functional soon. The senior IIT-

B official said that with the central government increasing the intake capacity of the IITs, it was deemed 

necessary to have additional hostels to house the large student community and hence, hostel 16 with a capacity 

of 1,044 students would be soon started. 

With regards to technological advancements, the official added that while the official IIT-B website was being 

made user friendly, informative and interactive for those visiting it, plans wer also afoot for the launch of a 

mobile app to ease on-campus navigation for students and visitors.  

“Specially designed for first-time visitors as well as new students, instiMAP helps you navigate through the IIT 

Bombay campus with ease. We are working towards including the 'you are here' feature as well as the A to B 

search, and are hopeful of incorporating those in the upcoming versions of the app,” said Prof Mandar Rane, 

faculty member of the industrial design centre, IIT-B and head of team Design Labs. 

New PhD regulations on anvil 
— By Atul Gautam,  August 04, 2014 12:34 am http://freepressjournal.in/new-phd-regulations-on-anvil/ 

 

Indore :  Getting a PhD degree may go tougher as the University Grants Commission (UGC) is bringing in 

regulations which are said to be stricter than the ones released in 2009. 

In its recent meeting, the UGC tabled the draft of the UGC (Minimum standards and procedure for award of 

MPhil/PhD) Regulations, 2014. 

The meeting decided that a committee consisting of Prof H Devaraj, Dr VS Chauhan and Dr MM Ansari may 

examine the matter in its entirety and submit its recommendations for consideration of the UGC. The 

Commission did not make the draft public as yet but insiders claimed that the new regulations are tougher than 

the previous ones. At present, UGC (Minimum standards and procedure for award of MPhil/PhD) Regulations 

2009 are in being. 

Through the regulations-2009, the UGC based admissions in MPhil and PhD programmes on entrance test. 

Besides, mandatory six-month coursework was made a pre-requisite for registration of PhD. 

http://freepressjournal.in/tag/atul-gautam/
http://freepressjournal.in/new-phd-regulations-on-anvil/
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The UGC Regulations-2009 had come into existence in June 1, 2009 but the Madhya Pradesh adopted them 

about two-and-a-half later on January 16, 2012. 

The delay jeopardised career of thousands of candidates who registered for PhD programmes between June 1, 

2009 and January 16, 2012. 

And now when just one-and-a-half has passed for the state to adopt Regulations-2009, the UGC is ready with 

draft of Regulations-2014. 

IIMB joins edX, to offer MOOCs 

Will leverage new technologies and deliver education via MOOCs (massive open online courses) as 

IIMBx 

BS Reporter  |  Bangalore   
August 4, 2014 Last Updated at 20:29 IST  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/management/iim-b-becomes-first-b-school-to-join-edx-
114080400930_1.html 

The Indian Institute of Management Bangalore (IIMB) is India’s first B-school to join edX as a new contributing member. 
As IIMBx, the B-school will leverage new technologies and deliver education via MOOCs (massive open online courses) to 
a larger population of learners from around the world. 
 
EdX, a Cambridge, Massachusetts-based non-profit enterprise created by founding partners Harvard varsity and MIT, 
offers interactive online classes from the world’s best varsities. It was created for students and institutions that seek to 
transform themselves through cutting-edge technologies, innovative pedagogy, and rigorous courses. 
 
“We’re gearing up to create the capability to teach differently and edX is a great platform to extend IIM Bangalore’s 
educational impact across the globe,” said IIMB director Sushil Vachani. “We are honoured to welcome IIM Bangalore to 
edX,” said Anant Agarwal, CEO, edX. “IIMB will deliver high-quality courses and new perspectives to the edX learning 
community and reach learners around the world,” Agarwal added. 
 
“This is a tremendous opportunity for IIMB. In addition to delivering top-quality management education on campus to 
small classes of students chosen through our highly competitive admissions process, as we have done since the 
institute’s inception, we will use technology to provide selected management courses to a much larger population in 
India and the world over,” said Vachani. 
 
Vachani, who took over as director of IIMB on July 1 reiterated that IIMB will embrace and leverage technology to create 
a social impact. “At IIMB,” he added, “we recognise that the way in which education will be delivered will be radically 
different in future thanks to technology”. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/management/iim-b-becomes-first-b-school-to-join-edx-114080400930_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/management/iim-b-becomes-first-b-school-to-join-edx-114080400930_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Edx
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Moocs
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UGC imposes complete ban on animal dissection 
— By Our Staff Reporter,  August 04, 2014 12:33 am  

http://freepressjournal.in/ugc-imposes-complete-ban-on-animal-dissection/  

 

Indore :  Cruelty on helpless species in labs has moved the University Grants Commission (UGC) and it has 

completely banned dissection of animals and experiment on them in zoology and life science departments. 

Three years ago, the ban was imposed on dissection of animals at undergraduate level but now it has been 

extended to postgraduate level also. 

The UGC has recommended for use of methods like computer simulations, interactive CD-ROMs, films, charts 

in place of experiment on living animal. 

In a recently-held meeting, the higher education regulator accepted the draft notification on minimising 

dissection and animal experimentation in zoology/life sciences and allied disciplines in universities and other 

higher educational institutions with the observations that the provisions for undergraduate should also be 

extended to postgraduate programmes and that no animal from any species shall be dissected either by teachers 

or students for any purposes at these levels. 

The new guidelines will shortly be sent to universities and colleges for adoption. 

Previously, the UGC in 2011 had disallowed undergraduate students from doing any dissection, but their faculty 

have right to use one species for demonstration purposes. 

At the post-graduate level, students have the option of dissecting select species. Now, the PG students would 

also not have permission to dissect animals. The institutions have been advised to work on development of 

computer simulated as an alternative. 

To encourage simulation of experiments in the institution of higher education, the UGC would allocate funds 

during the XII Plan for developing alternative methods of experiments. 

The universities would also suggested setting up dissection-monitoring committees not only in university 

teaching department but also in affiliated colleges. 

The ban came following concerns expressed time and again by academic community and the public about 

torture of animals in labs. 

Maneka Gandhi citing the provisions of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, and the Prevention of Cruelty to 

Animals Act, 1960, has sought a complete ban on dissection of animals. 

 

http://freepressjournal.in/ugc-imposes-complete-ban-on-animal-dissection/
http://freepressjournal.in/ugc-imposes-complete-ban-on-animal-dissection/

